HISTORIC IDAHO CITY 
In 1864 it was a nine hour stage coach ride from Idaho City to Boise City. The uphill trip coming back took an hour longer, and there were no guarantees at all after the snow fell. 

The first gold in the Boise Basin was discovered near Centerville on August 2, 1862. Soon settlements had sprung up all through the Boise Basin, in December of 1862 Bannock City was founded. 

Bannock City was located in the most rugged, remote region of Washington Territory which was comprised of modern Washington, Idaho, and western Montana. In March of 1863 President Lincoln established Idaho Territory, and in 1864 Bannock City was renamed Idaho City. As many as 20,000 miners came to Idaho City, making it the largest city between St. Louis and San Francisco. The first fire swept through the town on May 18, 1865 and destroyed 80% of the town in two hours. Idaho City was quickly rebuilt. Exactly two years and a day later fire struck again, but this time residents were ready and more buildings were saved. Some of those buildings still stand today. 

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 1867 

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church is the oldest built for Euro-Americans in Idaho. The fire of 1865, St Joseph’s survived because of an estimated one hundred people rushed to keep the flames from its roof. It was not so lucky when the second fire hit in May of 1867. The building standing today was completed in November that same year and the few vestments and altar pieces rescued from the fire are still inside. 

Boise Basin Museum 1867 

The Boise Basin Museum was originally the Post Office. It took Postmaster James Pinney only twenty-nine days to build the Montgomery Street post office after the second great fire in Idaho City destroyed the first one on Main Street. Pinney lived in part of the building and in addition to stamps; he sold books, musical instruments, pistols, magazines, knives and toys from the post office side. Pinney also operated a circulating library. 

After Pinney resigned as postmaster in 1872, the building housed a meat market and later the Idaho World newspaper. It remained a post office until 1910. 

In 1953 the building was deeded to the city for $10 and other valuable considerations." During the Gold Rush Days in June 1958, it was opened to the public as a museum. 

Masonic Temple 1865 

This is the home of Lodge #1 of Idaho’s Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. After the original temple was destroyed in the town’s first great fire in 1865, James Pinney a Mason himself received permission to build the current structure. This two-story frame building utilized rough-sawn board and batten that has been allowed to weather naturally. The north side still has its original clapboard siding. The Lodge Bible and Charter, which were saved from the 1865 fire, are still kept inside with other historic and symbolic items. Idaho Lodge #1 moved its meetings to Boise in the 1920’s, but its occasional use of the building makes the structure the oldest Masonic Temple this side of the Mississippi River still in use. 

Idaho Territorial Prison 1864 

This hand-hewn prison was originally erected above Elk Creek, north of Idaho City. It had fourteen cells and hand-wrought nails, chains, doors lifts, and window irons were used to discourage escape. This rough structure was used as a territorial prison until the 1870’s. The jail’s original building site was undermined by placer mines and the structure fell into Elk Creek. 

It has been moved at least four times before coming to rest in its present location. 

Idaho City Hotel 1929 

The Smith Hotel and Boarding House opened for business in 1930. Mrs. Mary E. Smith catered mostly to logging crews. When the building was purchased and renovated in 1974, it was determined that many of the timbers are older than 1929, confirming the legend that part of the structure may have come from an old hotel in Placerville. 

I.O.O.F. Hall 1875 

Pioneer Lodge N. 1, the oldest Odd Fellows Lodge in Idaho. Since the original hall burned to the ground this one was built on the hill in the hope of protecting it from fire. The upper floor was used for lodge meetings and the ground floor for social gatherings. The structure uses wood pegs and square nails, with three steel tie rods at both the first and second floor ceiling levels. 

Pon Yam House 1867 

This is the only remaining building from Idaho City’s Chinese population, which the 1870 census reported at 1,751 – more than 45% of the total. Nearly all the Chinese in Idaho City were from the Canton vicinity of China. 

Pon Yam was a successful businessman and a respected leader in the community. It was reported he owned the largest diamond in the mining camp, and he was often called upon to settle disputes among the Chinese tongs. From this building he sold herbs and other Chinese products. 

Boise Basin Mercantile 1867, 1868, 1869 

Miners need supplies and groceries like anyone else, and they could find almost anything they needed at the "Universal Store," or the local mercantile. 

The building is really three separate buildings, constructed in a three-year sequence after the fire of 1867 substantially damaged the original structure. Every effort was employed to guard against fire damage: brick façade, iron doors and windows, and dirt packed into the attic. Fire has never invaded this building leaving Idaho City with the oldest mercantile in Idaho. 

Idaho World 1867 

The Idaho World is the oldest newspaper in Idaho still in publication. It was founded as the Boise News in September 1863 by pioneer printers Joseph and Thomas Butler. 

A Chinese store called "Man Wo Corner" occupied this spot just before Heman and Charles Jones, owners of the paper, converted it to their newspaper office in 1883. Like the Mercantile across the street, it was built of local low-fire brick and mortared with local clay. All the windows and doors were protected with iron shutters, and the attic was filled with dirt so that if the roof burned the building might be spared. Fire was ever the threat in the gold camps. Although the building has been used for several business endeavors, it was the newspaper office for most of its existence. It is currently the home of historical printing equipment. 

Miner’s Exchange 1865 

Still referred to by its last saloon name, the Miner’s Exchange has played an active role in the history of Idaho City. It acquired its name from the practice of exchanging gold dust for legal tender, or a good drink. The saloon was the place where miners found entertainment as distraction from the daily work at their claims. 

This is one of the oldest buildings in Idaho, having survived the fire of 1867. It is an early example of the brick construction that was prevalent in northwest mining camps. Again, earth in the attic and iron shutters was efforts to protect the structure. 

Today Boise County offices occupy this building. The original bar and back bar has become the desk for the County Commissioners meetings. 

Boise County Courthouse 1871 

This building was begun in July of 1871 and completed three months later. This was no small task considering the degree of fire protection employed. The great iron folding doors, each weighing half a ton, were made in San Francisco, barged up the Columbia River, and carried overland by horse and ox teams. Three feet of packed earth filled the attic space, once estimated to weight about 200 tons. Local clay bricks and mortar finished the walls. 

It began as a general store, then a hardware and trinket shop, and then became the Orchard Hotel. The original courthouse on Montgomery Street was deteriorating, and during Mose Kempner’s trial it became obvious there was need for a new one. It had been built with enough room between the floorboards to accommodate tobacco chewers, but Kempner reportedly chewed up and spit out a note that was being passed around as evidence against him. Hence the county bought the Orchard Hotel in 1909. The building’s interior has been remodeled to replicate those earlier days and court is still in session several days a week. 

Schoolhouse 1891 

This two-story frame building served as a schoolhouse for seventy years. In June of 1891, the first school house was torn down and construction of this one began. The skeleton was finished in July, but so were the funds. Determined to open the new doors for the falls school term, the three school trustees, John Kennaly, Charles Mann, and O. A. Duquette, each volunteered three days’ work a week. The community had a dance which lasted until 4:00 a.m. and raised $137.95. Everybody’s efforts paid off, and the building was completed in late September, 1891. Grades one through four were taught downstairs and five through eight on the top level. 

In a report from the Superintendent of Public Instruction, dated 1865, there were four schools in Boise County with 605 students between the ages of four and twenty-one. When the present Basin School was constructed in 1963, this building became Idaho City’s City Hall. 

Pioneer Cemetery 

Idaho City has been using this cemetery since 1863. Approximately 200 grave markers still stand and many of those have been repaired, restored, and maintained by the Idaho City Historical Foundation. It is estimated that 2,000 graves are scattered through the forty timbered acres. Of the first 200 graves, only 28 were for people who died of natural causes. 

(Excerpts from Bricks & Boardwalks by the Idaho City Historical Foundation) 

