Historic Design Guide New Features 

1. The Design Guide has been reorganized into 3 sections, for ease of use of applicants: 
a) Historic Idaho City and working on Historic buildings, b) New Construction, c) Signage

2. There have been introductory paragraphs added to each section, explaining the goal of the section.

3. More history and updated pictures were added.

4. The map of the District was redone with block and lot numbers. A corresponding list of addresses and building descriptions was added, so anyone could easily determine the boundaries of the district. 

5. Coding was included in the listing so that owners would know whether their building was of:  a) primary “historic” significance, b) “Not contributing” to the District, even if historic (structures which have don’t have historic materials showing or have added inappropriate, modern materials, like vinyl windows to an historic building, and c) “Grandfathered intrusions” (Ex. Trailers existing when the district was formed).  All these additions help the applicant know which section of the guide to use when planning a project.
6. The Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation were added to guide owners of historic buildings, built before 1915. #6 (below) for example would mean that vinyl windows or non-wood siding would not be allowed in the rehabilitation of an historic building. This was not spelled out in the original guide. NOTE: more leniency and judgment is allowed in when applicants are planning New Construction. 

The Standards are as follows:
The Standards (Department of Interior regulations, 36 CFR 67) pertain to historic buildings of all materials, construction types, sizes, and occupancy and encompass the exterior and the interior, related landscape features and the building's site and environment as well as attached, adjacent, or related new construction. The Standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility. 
 
1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment. 
2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 
3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken. 
4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved. 
5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved. 
6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 
7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 
8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken. 
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
7. A flow chart was added to help applicants plan their project and know the steps they should follow.
8. Resource information was added, so that applicants can get additional help online or from the State Historic Preservation Office.
9. New construction not ever seen in Idaho City will not be allowed, for example a chalet style.
10. More information on historic colors is included, but colors are not dictated. Most colors were possible in the late 19th century
11. The Signage section includes procedures to follow if you are in the Historic District erecting a sign vs. out of the district.  In the District: You would apply for a certificate of appropriateness from the Idaho City Historic Preservation Commission. Out of the District: You would apply to the City for a sign permit. Note: The guide assumes that a sign ordinance will be adopted. The Historic district signage section will be included in the Sign Ordinance, so there will be no confusion for business owners, whether they are in or out of the District.
12. Details of signage restrictions were added. One primary use sign and 3 permanent, secondary sign will be permitted. A limit to the amount of signage that will be permitted follows a formula of: one square foot of sign area per linear foot of frontage along a given street. For example, if a business or building has 20 feet of frontage, they would be allowed one primary use sign , not to exceed 20 square feet, which would be a sign, as an example of 2 feet by 10 feet long. This will prevent overpowering a building with signage.
13. Trademark signs (Pepsi) are prohibited.
14. Temporary signs like banners or paper signs announcing an event or a banner used until a permanent sign is erected are limited to 3 weeks. Then they must be taken down.
15. Neon signs will not be permitted on the exterior of buildings, and are discouraged in windows. 
16. No fence will obstruct the view of the building from the street.
17. Non-wood boardwalks, vinyl or chain link fences will not be allowed.
18. A glossary was added.
19. New Construction must fit into the district representing as nearly as possible, a late 19th century building. More leniencies on materials will be a allowed than on an historic building, given the difference in price of materials, however, the commission will help owners and builder choose the most appropriate design and materials possible, for their project.
20. Details from City Ordinance #270 (Historic Preservation District) were added to the Design Guide including:
a. Plants will be conserved, if possible
b. Mobile Homes are not allowed
c. Properties will be maintained free of debris, weeds, construction materials left after work has been completed.

